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Ariane Miiller

Works from the fish show

--- Reality should have to be incantation or nothing, all three readily agreed upon this point, even when it
clearly defied evidence

27 June - 13 September, 2025

Opening reception: Thursday, 26 June 2025, 6 - 9 PM

The quote which is part of the exhibition's title is taken from a description of the life of the four so-called
eccentrics, Chinese painters of whom Shi Tao is the best known in the Western world. They claim to accept
reality only as something conjured up, or - as the quote says - as an incantation to realize itself in the way
one tries to raise a ghost, or someone long dead. Hence this method of incantation, in its image building
capacity, has always been part of painting and poetry. All of them were monks, and while we cannot
speculate upon what this meant in 18th century China, it hints to a sort of reclusion, a retreat into a solipsistic
world.

The works in this exhibition stem from a process that has led into the exhibition of Ariane Mueller's work
with the title: The fish are folded into the sea, just as the sea is folded into the fish at Vienna's famous
exhibition hall Secession, an artist run space, and as such very different from other institutions of this size. In
this exhibition the artist has countered the big paintings, which not only draw their method from Chinese
painting but also from modernistic painting, especially Cézanne, another unwilling solipsist, and use
Austrian landscape with another body of work, that conjures up a world of solidarity and time spent together
in not targeted activity, a series of works that see the world as an existing place to be used. While this may be
another private incantation of reality, and hence far more unrealistic, the paintings are part of a social
incantation of having or getting a world one would like to live in, which has lead many artists in Berlin to
leave political and contemporary discourses and retreat to a world built with their own means.

While the artist claims that in the possibility of building this worlds or conjuring up reality lies all the force
of thinking, the muteness of landscape hints to a world one can get lost in.
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Study for “What one can no longer imagine”, 2025
Acrylic and graphite and canvas
316 x 239
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Installation view
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Study for “In this noisy time, in this one”, 2025
acrylic and graphite on canvas
316 x 239
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Studies for “In this time” (watercolour) #1-8, 2024



le vite
Via Pietro Crespi 9
IT-20127, Milano MI
mail@levite.it

Studies for “In this time” (watercolour) #2, 2024
Watercolour and inkjet print on paper
30 x 40 cm (passepartout)
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Studies for “In this time” (watercolour) #6, 2024
Watercolour and graphite on paper
30 x 40 cm (passepartout)
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Studies for “In this time” (watercolour) #8, 2024
Watercolour and inkjet print on paper
30 x 40 cm (passepartout)
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Study for “In this time”, 2024
Oil and graphite on canvas
316 x 239
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Study for “Don’t expect a word of my own from me”, 2024
Oil and graphite on canvas
316 x 239



